Interstate Council
on Water Policy

March 31, 2008

Dr. Robert Hirsch

USGS Associate Director for Water
409 National Center

12201 Sunrise Valley Drive
Reston, VA 20192-0002

Dear Dr. Hirsch:

Asyou know, the Interstate Council on Water Policy and the Western States Water
Council have been focused upon increasing funding support for the Cooperative Water
Program and the National Streamflow Information Program (NSIP) for several years.
The federd role in gathering and analyzing basin water datais crucial and we continue to
believe that we need to work diligently toward full funding of the NSIP gaging network.

The President’s Fiscal Y ear 2009 budget request includes the new Water for America
initiative. We understand this will include regional scale assessments of the Nation’s 21
water resources regions, and intensive studies within those regions. We urge you to work
closaly with our two organizations and our member states and interstate entities as you
devel op the scope and schedul e of these intensive and regional studies.

We don’t oppose these regional assessments and water availability and use analyses, but
we are concerned that $2.25 million for this new initiative has been added in the NSIP
budget line item, which could have adverse future ramifications, if these studies were to
compete for funding with streamgages.

Of the $5 million increase in the NSIP budget, we understand that only about $750,000
will go towards new or reactivated streamgages, and $2 million will be used to accelerate
the radio transmitter upgrades, which helps maintain the long-term stability of the
network. We support these expenditures as part of the NSIP budget line item.

We do not support funding Water for America programs at the expense of the
streamgaging network. We find it troubling that NSIP spending is only about 20% of the
USGS full operationa cost estimate, and that federa CWP expenditures continue to
decline. Every effort needs to be made to ensure that the streamgaging network is not
further compromised.
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We appreciate the briefing you provided our organizations on this new initiative in
Washington DC in early March and look forward to working with you and your staff to
make sure that the USGS data collection programs continue to be supported to the
maximum extent possible.

With best regards,
@Aa—w j M / s e gt "'—?{-"f'-
Duane A. Smith Thomas W. BeaL]duy
Chairman Chairman
Western States Water Council Interstate Council on Water Policy
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Interstate Council
on Water Policy

March 31, 2008

The Honorable Norm Dicks, Chairman The Honorable Todd Tiahrt, Ranking M ember
Subcommittee on Interior, Environment Subcommittee on Interior, Environment

and Related Agencies and Related Agencies
House Appropriations Committee House Appropriations Committee
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
2467 Rayburn House Office Building 2165 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Dicks and Ranking M ember Tiahrt:

The Interstate Council on Water Policy and the Western States Water Council have been focused upon
increasing funding support for the U.S. Geological Survey’s Cooperative Water Program (CWP) and
the National Streamflow Information Program (NSIP) for several years. The federal role in gathering
and analyzing basin water datais crucial and we continue to believe that we need to work diligently
toward full funding of the NSIP streamgaging network.

Asyou know from the letter dated February 25, which we endorsed along with 32 other leading
organizations, we believe $110 million is needed to fully implement NSIP, substantially more than the
President’s Fiscal Y ear 2009 request of $23.8 million.

Within the Administration’s Water for America Initiative is a $5 million NSIP budget request. We
understand only about $750,000 will go towards new or reactivated streamgages, while $2 million
would be used to accelerate radio transmitter upgrades, which supports the long-term stability of the
network. We support these expenditures as essential parts of the NSIP budget.

We are concerned, however, that $2.25 million (almost % of the proposed $5 million increase) would
be used for regional assessments and water availability and use analyses, instead of the fundamental
elements of the NSIP. This has current and future ramifications, if these studies compete for funding
with streamgages.

Moreover, we strongly urge the Congress to fund the USGS Cooperative Water Program (CWP) at $70
million (compared to the President’s current request of $62.3 million) to make up for the cumulative
11% loss of “buying power” from CWP budget cuts in the 2008 appropriation and the President’s
proposed 2009 budget.

We do support funding for the proposed Water for America programs, but not at the expense of the
streamgaging network. We find it troubling that NSIP spending is only about 20% of the USGS full
operational cost estimate, and that federal CW P expenditures continue to decline. Every effort needsto
be made to ensure that the streamgaging network is not further compromised.



Chairman Dicks and Ranking M ember Tiahart
March 31, 2008
Page 2

W e appreciate the Subcommittee’ s support and the recent opportunity to meet and brief your staff on
our organizations’ interests. Please feel free to contact us should you have any questions or concerns.

With best regards,
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Duane A. Smith Thomas W. Beauduy
Chairman Chairman
Western States Water Council Interstate Council on W ater Policy

F:\POSITION\2008\080331DicksLetter_Final.doc



Interstate Council
on Water Policy

March 31, 2008

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein, Chair The Honorable Wayne Allard, Ranking M ember
Subcommittee on Interior, Environment Subcommittee on Interior, Environment

and Related Agencies and Related Agencies
Senate Appropriations Committee Senate A ppropriations Committee
United States Senate United States Senate
131 Dirksen Senate Office Building 131 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Feinstein and Senator Allard:

The Interstate Council on Water Policy and the Western States Water Council have been focused upon
increasing funding support for the U.S. Geological Survey’s Cooperative Water Program (CWP) and
the National Streamflow Information Program (NSIP) for several years. The federal role in gathering
and analyzing basin water datais crucial and we continue to believe that we need to work diligently
toward full funding of the NSIP streamgaging network.

Asyou know from the letter dated February 25, which we endorsed along with 32 other leading
organizations, we believe $110 million is needed to fully implement NSIP, substantially more than the
President’s Fiscal Y ear 2009 request of $23.8 million.

Within the Administration’s Water for America Initiative is a $5 million NSIP budget request. We
understand only about $750,000 will go towards new or reactivated streamgages, while $2 million
would be used to accelerate radio transmitter upgrades, which supports the long-term stability of the
network. We support these expenditures as essential parts of the NSIP budget.

We are concerned, however, that $2.25 million (almost % of the proposed $5 million increase) would
be used for regional assessments and water availability and use analyses, instead of the fundamental
elements of the NSIP. This has current and future ramifications, if these studies compete for funding
with streamgages.

M oreover, we strongly urge the Congress to fund the USGS Cooperative Water Program (CWP) at $70
million (compared to the President’s current request of $62.3 million) to make up for the cumulative
11% loss of “buying power” from CWP budget cutsin the 2008 appropriation and the President’s
proposed 2009 budget.

We do support funding for the proposed Water for America programs, but not at the expense of the
streamgaging network. We find it troubling that NSIP spending is only about 20% of the USGS full
operational cost estimate, and that federal CW P expenditures continue to decline. Every effort needsto
be made to ensure that the streamgaging network is not further compromised.
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W e appreciate the Subcommittee’ s support and the recent opportunity to meet and brief your staff on
our organizations’ interests. Please feel free to contact us should you have any questions or concerns.

With best regards,
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Duane A. Smith Thomas W. Beauduy
Chairman Chairman
Western States Water Council Interstate Council on Water Policy

F:\POSITION\2008\080331FeinsteinL etter_Final.doc



	080331HirschLetter_Final (2).pdf
	Page 1
	Page 2

	080331DicksLetter_Final
	Page 1
	Page 2

	080331FeinsteinLetter_Final
	Page 1
	Page 2


